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would have been sent aboard had not a passenger in the Pigot (supposed to
be Mr. Mackay) dissuaded the Captain to the contrary. We have in our
letters by the ships of this season, given such orders with respect to detecting
the illicit trade in our outward bound shipping and proceeding against the
offenders, particularly Captain Bowland of the Cruttenden, a case similar to
this, that there seems to be no necessity to add any further on the present
occasion, however, we shall here add, that we expect and direct, that you do
proceed in the same manner with respect to the Pigoty as we directed in our
letter of the 19th February last, concerning the Cruttenden, and if it shall
appear to you upon the strictest enquiry as directed in our former orders,
with this addition of examining the mates upon oath that if any of the said
illicit goods are actually on board, or have been aboard and delivered before
her arrival at your port, it is our express and positive order, and upon no
pretence or consideration whatsoever to be dispensed with, that you forthwith
dismiss Captain Richardson from the command of the Pigot, and send him
to England by the first conveyance that offers excepting in the said ship, and
appoint his chief officer, captain in his room, if there is no objection to him,
as we are thoroughly satisfied, Captain Richardson must either be actually
concerned in the said goods, or that he knowingly received or permitted them
to be received on board, or both, which we look upon in the same aggravating
light.
11.    Although these directions will reach you too late for your pursuing
them upon the Pigot"'s first arrival they are notwithstanding to be strictly
observed if the ship shall be with you upon the receipt of them, or at any time
afterwards.
12.    The assistance offered on your part for the China investment to
enable our agents there to provide cargoes for all the ships on their hands,
and for the reserve of a large balance for the service of the
Lre. jirorn 30th      season of   1766, is  a circumstance which affords us the
1CM1 '      aS   '      greatest satisfaction, and we shall take our measures accord-
ingly, in our consignments thither the ensuing season; as
the China trade is so material an object, we shall rely upon your constant
attention thereto, in such a degree, as shall be annually necessary, which we
hope will extend to the amount of 40 lacks a year in gold or silver, as you
shall be advised will best suit the market.
13.    Considering as before observed, how much money you will have not
only to provide a large quantity of goods but also to send a large proportion
of the more valuable sortments, we have therefore prepared and herewith
transmit an   additional  list of   investment,   wherein you   will   observe the
encrease we are desirous of having made in the several species and quantities
of goods enumerated in the list already sent you, under date of the 13th
December 1765, to which you will give all due attention, and make an addition
to your investment in general, to as large an amount as the situation of your
treasury can possibly admit of.
14.    There are many species of goods imported by the French and Dutch,
as likewise by our commanders and others in private trade, which have not
been provided for us.   You are therefore to use your endeavours to procure
some of those sortments on the Company's account, in part of your investment.